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One of Napa Valley’s  One of Napa Valley’s  
First-Growth Wines and VineyardsFirst-Growth Wines and Vineyards

robert parker,robert parker, wine advocate wine advocate

It seems remarkable that we have farmed our historic estate vineyard 

here in St. Helena for 50 years and have now crafted 40 vintages of 

our Spottswoode Estate Cabernet Sauvignon. While half a century  

of winegrowing and 40 years of winemaking may not seem all that 

long by Old World standards, it is a venerable age that gives us a 

unique perspective on the evolution of Napa Valley.

Today Spottswoode is among just a small number of historic 

Napa Valley wineries that remain owned and operated by their 

founding families. Our family – the Novaks – became the stewards 

of Spottswoode in 1972, selling our grapes to other early winemaking 

families, including the Duckhorns and Shafers. A decade later, and 

five years after the unexpected death of our father, our mother coura-

geously founded Spottswoode Estate Vineyard & Winery, making our 

first vintage of Estate Cabernet Sauvignon with winemaker Tony Soter 

Rooted in Family Stewardship
When a family stays long enough in one place, they grow roots that  

can never fully come free from the soil.   alder yarrow
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Esther has her own thoughts on the subject: 

“I believe there is something unique about wine that makes it, at its core, 

a business suited to families – to multi-generational families.

There’s a simple reason for this. Wine requires land, which requires 

environmental stewardship. A vintner has the strongest incentive to care well 

for their land if they know it will be where their children and grandchildren 

live, and how their descendants make their living. Responsible farming makes 

better wine; it’s also essential to incentivize it as climate change progresses.  

Of course, corporations can farm responsibly, and many do, but the motivations 

are different when families are in charge.”

As passionate environmentalists striving to preserve the health 

and vitality of our 140-year-old vineyard for future generations, we 

could not agree more. Esther’s words resonate and ring true to us. 

Our family grew up on this land, and we have deep, enduring roots 

at the helm. Over the four decades since, two generations of our 

family have organically and thoughtfully built Spottswoode into one 

of the most respected winegrowing estates in Napa Valley. 

Since our mother’s death in 2016, what has given our siblings 

and us the determination and strength to carry forward our family 

legacy? The answer is based upon our shared sense of love for this 

remarkable place and appreciation 

of Spottswoode’s uniqueness. It is 

also a reflection of our Mom’s deep 

commitment to setting the winery 

up for continued success. Achieving 

this required trust, communication,  

mutual love, and respect, which 

allowed for open and thoughtful 

estate planning. Our Mom set a  

tone for the five of us, expressing her love of this special place in 

Napa Valley – a feeling that she passed on, and which we all share. 

All of this, and more, came to mind in June of 2022 when we 

read wine journalist Esther Mobley’s thought-provoking article in 

the San Francisco Chronicle, “Why it really does matter when family-

owned Napa wineries sell to corporations.” Writing about the sale of 

Joseph Phelps Vineyard, Esther wondered what the cumulative effect 

of ownership changes would be on the fabric of Napa Valley. While 

this is an important question, we would like to focus instead on what 

makes family-owned wineries so special, and why they are worth 

preserving and supporting.

Five of Mary’s nine grandchildren around the estate pool



s p o t t s w o o d e  e s t a t e

4

in our community. Since moving here, stewardship of our estate 

vineyard has been our family’s priority. While we and our siblings 

worked and played in the vineyard growing up, we have always had an 

amazing team cultivating it. Many of them have been with us for 

decades, and their health and well-being as they do their crucial work 

among the vines is deeply important to us. 

And of course, there is what we owe the vineyard. Our estate has 

supported our family in good times and bad. In turn, each vintage of 

our Spottswoode Estate Cabernet is a snapshot in our family photo 

album, bringing memories of births, graduations, weddings, and  

other family milestones. Farming this historic property is both our 

responsibility and our privilege, and one we have honored with 

our belief in being good environmental citizens, including farming 

organically since 1985.

We believe that as a family-owned winery we have a more intimate 

relationship with our land than many other wineries. As Eric Asimov 

wrote in The New York Times on August 19, 2022, “… remember that 

wine is something that comes from the earth rather than from a shelf.” 
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winegrowing region. They are also a reminder of the wanderlust and 

romance for wine that brought these families here with hopes for a 

different kind of life, close to the earth and in tune with the rhythms of 

nature. At the same time, as these wineries have passed from generation 

to generation, the depth of knowledge gleaned over time has played a 

key role in continually raising the bar in terms of what we have come 

to expect from the finest Napa Valley wines.  

The enduring family-owned wineries of Napa Valley are a 

reminder that while everything changes and evolves, a dedication  

to excellence, artistry, and craftsmanship are values that are timeless.  

They are also worth preserving 

and celebrating. With this in mind, 

on behalf of our entire family and 

wonderful team, thank you for 

your patronage. Your appreciation 

of our wines and enthusiasm for 

Spottswoode are sources of constant 

inspiration. At the same time, your 

support allows us to honor our 

mission: to be effective stewards of 

our land and positive members of our 

local and world community as we 

work to carry this special family busi-

ness into the future. Cheers to the 

next 50 years of Spottswoode!

For those of us seeking to emulate the ethic 

of Old World wineries that have been in 

their families for many, many generations, 

this idea is central. Our family has been 

farming our estate for 50 years. The wisdom 

and experience we have gained in under-

standing our vineyard shapes everything 

we do as vintners. This is one reason why Aron Weinkauf is both our 

vineyard manager and our winemaker. To us, these are not separate 

processes. They are part of a continuity of vision, purpose, and practices 

that culminate in our Spottswoode Estate Cabernet.

This continuity isn’t limited to the work of a single vintage. 

Though nature can always surprise us, in over half a century of 

winegrowing we have seen almost every type of growing season. 

We understand how the factors that define one 

growing season can shape the next, and based on 

past experiences we farm accordingly. Our approach 

is to work with the land, not against it. This ensures 

consistency of quality over time and allows each vintage to express  

its unique character.

We embrace the fact that each year brings a new crop, a new 

vintage, and new opportunities to create wines that express the growing 

season and the place where the grapes are grown with authenticity 

and integrity. The result, a body of work expressing one site through 

40 vintages, is profound and gratifying.

We believe the remaining pioneering family wineries of Napa 

Valley are an important touchstone to the history and heritage of this  

Our approach is to 
work with the land, 
not against it.

Aron Weinkauf 
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Lindy Novak and Beth Novak Milliken

President & CEO Board Member & Marketing Ambassador



…children grow up running  through the vines…often drawn 
back inexorably to the place where their roots run deepest. 

alder yarrow
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collective and measurable action collective and measurable action 

International Wineries for Climate Action (IWCA) is a 

collaborative working group of environmentally committed 

wineries taking a science-based approach to reducing 

carbon emissions across the wine industry. Spottswoode was 

among the first six wineries to join IWCA in 2019, and we proudly 

support their mission to decarbonize the industry and champion 

climate change mitigation strategies. 

Spottswoode achieved Gold Member status by reducing 

emissions 3% annually over three years. With the goal of sharing 

best practices, IWCA member wineries act collectively to reduce 

the carbon footprint of the global wine industry through direct 

solutions that avoid purchasing carbon offset credits.

We enthusiastically  We enthusiastically  
support IWCA in its support IWCA in its 
mission to decarbonize the mission to decarbonize the 
wine industry and to inspire wine industry and to inspire 
others to do the same as we others to do the same as we 
work to protect our planet work to protect our planet 
and our agriculturally based and our agriculturally based 
businesses so that they can businesses so that they can 
continue long into the future.continue long into the future.
beth novak millikenbeth novak milliken
IWCA Board Member

climate change and winegrowingclimate change and winegrowing

stablished in 1882 and guided by two generations of the Novak 

family since 1972, Spottswoode Estate adopted organic farming 

in 1985 on the advice of founding winemaker and vineyard manager 

Tony Soter. What began as a leap of faith has grown into a full-time 

dedication and company culture. 

Recognizing that climate change poses an urgent and existential 

threat to winegrowing globally, our team actively effects and inspires 

meaningful change through nurturing our vineyards, communities, 

and planet. Today, Spottswoode is regenerative organic, 

biodynamic, solar powered, B Corp-certified, a member 

of 1% for the Planet (since 2007), a certified Napa Green 

Vineyard & Winery, and more.

E

Spottswoode One Earth  
Community News
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B L O C K  1 8
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

3.2 3  AC  •  1 9 9 8

B L O C K  2 3 A
CABERNET

SAUVIGNON
1.39 A C  •  2014

B L O C K  8
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

1.7 1  AC  •  1 9 9 1

B L O C K  7
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

2.0 9  AC  •  2 0 0 6

B L O C K  5
CABERNET FRANC

1.1 3  AC  •  2 0 1 4

M A RY’S  B L O C K
SAUVIGNON BLANC

1.0 7  AC  •  2 0 0 0

SB
0.04 AC

B L O C K  2 4
2 0 0 5

CS
0.35 AC

B L O C K  1 7
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

3.4 6  AC  •  1 9 9 7

B L O C K  1 9   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.70 AC  •  2 0 1 9

B L O C K  1 3   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.6 9  AC  •  1 9 9 3

B L O C K  1 2   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.5 2  AC  •  1 9 9 3

B L O C K  1 1   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.2 3  AC  •  1 9 9 1

B L O C K  1 0   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.2 3  AC  •  1 9 9 1

B L O C K  9   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.8 4  AC  •  1 9 9 1

B L O C K  6   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
0.7 9  AC  •  1991

B L O C K  4   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
0.7 9  AC  •  1 9 9 1

B L O C K  2 1   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.39 AC  •  1 9 9 4

B L O C K  2 3   CABERNET SAUVIGNON   0.3 4  AC  •  1 9 9 4

B L O C K  1 4 - C F   CABERNET FRANC
1.3 8  AC  •  2 0 0 6

B L O C K  1 4 - P V   PETIT VERDOT  0.9 2  AC  •  2 0 0 6

B L O C K  2 2   CABERNET FRANC  1.0 5  AC  •  1 9 9 4

B L O C K  1 6 A
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

1.4 6  AC  •  2 0 1 1

B L O C K  1 6 B
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

1.62 AC  •  1 9 9 7

B L O C K  1 5
CABERNET SAUVIGNON

1.3 2  AC  •  2 0 1 4

B L O C K  2 0   CABERNET SAUVIGNON
1.57  A C  •  2 0 1 9

Winegrowing Estate 
Organically Farmed Since 1985 

0.11 AC • 2014
CABERNET FRANC
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CMYK:
22/100/100/60

CMYK:
0/0/0/70

CMYK:
0/3/19/6

CMYK:
44/12/2/0

CMYK:
48/16/3/20

Situated on the western edge Situated on the western edge 
of St. Helena at the foot of of St. Helena at the foot of 
the Mayacamas Mountains, the Mayacamas Mountains, 
the Spottswoode terroir is the Spottswoode terroir is 
ideal for winegrowing at the ideal for winegrowing at the 
highest level. The alluvial highest level. The alluvial 
clay loam soils from the clay loam soils from the 
Sulphur Creek fan provide Sulphur Creek fan provide 
superb drainage, while cool superb drainage, while cool 
maritime breezes passing maritime breezes passing 
through the gap between through the gap between 
Spring Mountain and the Spring Mountain and the 
Mayacamas range allow Mayacamas range allow 
berries to ripen slowly.berries to ripen slowly.

Forty-two acres of our Forty-two acres of our 
estate are planted to Cabernet estate are planted to Cabernet 
Sauvignon, with small blocks Sauvignon, with small blocks 
of Cabernet Franc, Petit of Cabernet Franc, Petit 
Verdot, and Sauvignon Blanc. Verdot, and Sauvignon Blanc. 
We have farmed our vineyard We have farmed our vineyard 
organically since 1985 and organically since 1985 and 
biodynamically since 2008.biodynamically since 2008.

C R A F T I N G  E X C E P T I O N A L C R A F T I N G  E X C E P T I O N A L 
E S T A T E  C A B E R N E T E S T A T E  C A B E R N E T 

S A U V I G N O N  S I N C E  1 9 8 2S A U V I G N O N  S I N C E  1 9 8 2
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Spottswoode Estate Cabernet Sauvignon

2020

ituated on the western edge of St. Helena in Napa Valley, the 
Spottswoode Estate terroir is ideal for winegrowing. The alluvial 

clay loam from the Sulphur Creek fan provides superb drainage 
while cool maritime breezes passing between Spring Mountain and 
the Mayacamas range allow the fruit to ripen evenly.

Originally established in 1882, the Spottswoode Estate has a 
distinguished history in Napa Valley. Stewarded by second-generation 
sisters, Beth Novak Milliken and Lindy Novak, our 42 acres are 
planted primarily to Cabernet Sauvignon, 
with small blocks of Cabernet Franc, Petit 
Verdot, and Sauvignon Blanc.

At Spottswoode, grapegrowing and 
winemaking are intimately linked. In addition 
to the health and resilience that organics and 
biodynamics have brought to our vineyard, the individual attention 
given to each block contributes to the consistent quality and unique 
characteristics of our wines.

2020 VINTAGE Our longstanding practice of picking our estate fruit when perfectly 
ripe meant that, serendipitously, our fruit was harvested by September 26. While 
our yields were down due to drought conditions, the quality and concentration 
of the fruit at harvest was excellent. Young and present, this is an energetic and 
bold expression of violets, lavender, and cassis mixed with dark chocolate, cherry, 
plum, and graphite. A wine happy to be tucked away in the cellar, and it’s also 
expressing itself beautifully now.

SOURCE OF GRAPES

Spottswoode Estate  
Vineyard, organically 
farmed since 1985

APPELLATION

St. Helena, Napa Valley

OAK PROFILE

Aged 21 months  
French oak barrels 86% 
Other oak barrels 14%  
(new 55%)

FORMATS

750 ml, 1.5L, 3L

BLENDING DETAIL

Cabernet Sauvignon 96.5%
Petit Verdot 3%
Cabernet Franc 0.5%

RELEASE DATE 

September 1, 2023

One of the most consistent 
wines in Napa in terms of 
quality and style…
lisa perrotti-brown,  
the wine independent

full-bodied, ripe & rich 98-100 pts
joe czerwinski, joe czerwinski, the wine advocatethe wine advocate



Lyndenhurst was one in a Lyndenhurst was one in a 
succession of names given to the succession of names given to the 
estate that became known as estate that became known as 
Spottswoode in 1910. The wine is Spottswoode in 1910. The wine is 
crafted from our historic vineyard crafted from our historic vineyard 
and other exceptional family-and other exceptional family-
owned sites with whom we work owned sites with whom we work 
year after year. Lyndenhurst year after year. Lyndenhurst 
Cabernet Sauvignon honors Cabernet Sauvignon honors 
Spottswoode’s winemaking legacy Spottswoode’s winemaking legacy 
and offers our interpretation of  and offers our interpretation of  
a beautiful and dynamic Napa a beautiful and dynamic Napa 
Valley Cabernet Sauvignon.Valley Cabernet Sauvignon.

S T O R I E D  H I S T O R Y :  S T O R I E D  H I S T O R Y :  
L Y N D E N H U R S T  L Y N D E N H U R S T  

C A B E R N E T  S A U V I G N O NC A B E R N E T  S A U V I G N O N

R
ELEV. 1250–1450 ft

S E
ELEV. 300 ft

M
ELEV. 260 ft

Y I
ELEV. 230 ft

D L
ELEV. 140 ft

Spottswoode Estate Vineyard, St. Helena (CCOF)
Situated on the western edge of St. Helena at the foot 
of the Mayacamas, Spottswoode’s terroir is ideal for 
growing winegrapes. The alluvial clay loam from the 
Sulphur Creek fan provides superb drainage while 
cool maritime breezes allow berries to ripen slowly, 
providing exceptional Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet 
Franc, and Petit Verdot for this blend.

Darms Lane Vineyard, Oak Knoll
Located on the western edge of the Oak Knoll AVA 
and owned by the Bump family, this vineyard’s 
proximity to San Francisco Bay results in a cooler 
and more moderate climate. Also situated on an 
alluvial fan, the Cabernet from this site offers 
red to blue fruit flavors, smooth tannins, freshness, 
purity, and beauty to the blend. Transitioning to 
organic farming.

Mowe Vineyard (formerly Parry), St. Helena
This organically farmed small vineyard is located 
east of the Silverado Trail. It was planted by the 
Parry family in 1990 to Spottswoode Clone Cabernet 
Sauvignon on rocky, obsidian-studded, clay loam soil. 
Dense vine spacing and vertical shoot positioning 
lead to smooth, velvety tannins and lovely, ripe 
St. Helena fruit aromatics. 

Rahn Estate Vineyard, Howell Mountain
The Rahn family’s Howell Mountain vineyard 
at 1250—1450 feet in elevation is surrounded by 
riparian areas and has a northern exposure 
with views of Mount St. Helena. With varied soils 
and clone diversity, the Cabernet Sauvignon we 
source from Rahn brings fresh, balanced, complex 
flavors and deep color, while adding strength 
and structure to our Lyndenhurst. 

Young Inglewood Vineyard, 
St. Helena (CCOF) 
Jim and Jackie Young, along 
with their son Scott, grow 
beautiful fruit on the western 
benchland at the foot of 
the Mayacamas. Farmed 
organically, their Merlot and 
Malbec lend aromatic nuance 
and a soft, plush mid-palate 
to our Lyndenhurst blend.  

lyndenhurst

2020  napa  valley  cab e rnet  sauvi g non

Produced by

From 1908 to 1910 our estate was called 
“Lyndenhurst” in honor of the linden trees  
that still bloom in the garden today.
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energy & beautiful poise

art of Spottswoode’s storied history inspired the name 
Lyndenhurst, a tribute to the fragrant linden trees that still 

bloom in the gardens today. Lyndenhurst Cabernet Sauvignon is a 
dynamic and inviting wine made from grapes grown in our Estate 
Vineyard blended with those from other acclaimed family-owned 
vineyards. The relationships we have cultivated with 
our fellow farmers allow us to learn about and 
explore other appellations throughout Napa Valley. 
These collaborations have also allowed us to share our 
enthusiasm and commitment to organic farming, 
with the vision of encouraging positive change in 
our winegrowing community. Our long history as a family-owned 
winegrowing estate, along with our deep winemaking legacy, enables 
us to craft this Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon, whose every vintage 
is authentic and compelling.

2020 VINTAGE An energetic Napa Valley Cabernet with a bright and impactful 
first impression imparting flavors of black and red cherries. Medium-bodied with 
well-integrated, powdery tannins. Notes of blackberry bramble, raspberry, and 
red currant mingle with cocoa, dried herbs, and crushed graphite. Great acidity. 
Well balanced and structured, this wine can be enjoyed upon release, and can 
also be cellared and enjoyed in the years to come.

P

SOURCE OF GRAPES

Spottswoode Estate, St. Helena 
Darms Lane, Napa Valley 
Mowe, St. Helena 
Rahn Estate, Howell Mountain 
Young Inglewood, St. Helena

APPELLATION

Napa Valley

OAK PROFILE

Aged 21 months 
French oak barrels 93% 
Other oak barrels 7% 
(new 32%)

FORMAT

750 ml

BLENDING DETAIL 

Cabernet Sauvignon 76.2% 
Cabernet Franc 10.3%  
Merlot 6.7%  
Malbec 5.6%  
Petit Verdot 1.2%

RELEASE DATE

June 1, 2023

Lyndenhurst Cabernet Sauvignon

2020

This is a perennially 
incredible wine for 
the price.
virginie boone,  
wine enthusiast



A Fami ly  Wine  E s t a t e

Spottswoode Sauvignon Blanc Spottswoode Sauvignon Blanc 
has been recognized by wine has been recognized by wine 
writers as a “Super Sauvignon” writers as a “Super Sauvignon” 
and “the aristocracy of domestic and “the aristocracy of domestic 
Sauvignon Blanc.” We have Sauvignon Blanc.” We have 
been making this notable and been making this notable and 
classically styled wine for over classically styled wine for over 
three decades. Created with three decades. Created with 
great care from fruit grown  great care from fruit grown  
in exceptional soils, from our in exceptional soils, from our 
estate and other growers with estate and other growers with 
whom we work year after year, whom we work year after year, 
it is a serious wine with beauty, it is a serious wine with beauty, 
structure, sophistication, and structure, sophistication, and 
the ability to age gracefully. the ability to age gracefully. 

C R A F T I N G  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y C R A F T I N G  E X T R A O R D I N A R Y 
S A U V I G N O N  B L A N C  S A U V I G N O N  B L A N C  

S I N C E  1 9 8 4S I N C E  1 9 8 4
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Spottswoode Sauvignon Blanc

2022

pottswoode’s exceptional, classically styled Sauvignon Blanc 
has been produced since 1984. Highly acclaimed, it is considered 

one of the “Super Sauvignons,” a term coined by wine writer Karen 
MacNeil to describe a rare class of wines considered to be among the 
world’s utmost expressions of this noble grape. 

Crafted with grapes from Spottswoode Estate, as well as those 
from other iconic family-owned vineyards, this wine is fermented in 
a combination of French oak, small stainless 
steel barrels, a clay amphora, and ceramic and 
concrete cuves. It is an eminently drinkable 
yet cellar-worthy Sauvignon that is energetic 
and sublime, fresh and well-integrated, with extraordinary aromas, 
effortless poise, and remarkable complexity. Noted wine reviewers 
have written that “Spottswoode has turned Sauvignon Blanc into an art 
form,” and have hailed this wine as one of the world’s “best Sauvignon 
Blancs,” calling it the “aristocracy of domestic Sauvignon Blanc.”

2022 VINTAGE Pretty and pure with aromas of citrus, white peach, and juicy pear, 
this beautiful Sauvignon Blanc is layered and complex. Apple clafoutis and floral 
aromatics invite you in. Rich and textural, this wine perfectly balances viscosity 
and acidity. Sea spray and salted lemon with some grapefruit pith carries through 
its long finish. Delicious and refreshing!

S

SOURCE OF GRAPES

Spottswoode Estate, St. Helena
Attelas Vineyard, Atlas Peak
Bartholomew, Sonoma Valley
Heitz Brothers, Calistoga
Farina, Sonoma Mountain
Hyde Vineyards, Carneros
Murray, Sonoma Mountain
Pelkan, Knights Valley
Stagecoach, Atlas Peak
Tofanelli, Calistoga

APPELLATION

Napa County 58%
Sonoma County 42%

FERMENTATION PROFILE

Small stainless steel and 
French oak barrels, an 
amphora, and one ceramic 
and two concrete cuves

FORMAT

750 ml, 1.5L

BLENDING DETAIL

Sauvignon Blanc 98%
Semillon 2%

CLONAL SELECTIONS

Clones 1 and 6
Rauscedo 3
Sauvignon Musqué
Tofanelli Semillon

RELEASE DATE

June 1, 2023

This is the aristocracy of 
domestic Sauvignon Blanc…
robert whitley, creators

complex & refined
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LIMITED LIBRARY COLLECTION    

A rare opportunity to acquire a trio of 

acclaimed Spottswoode library vintages  

will be offered in Summer 2023. 

This 3-bottle collection includes one bottle 

each of our 2014, 2015, and 2016 Spottswoode 

Estate Cabernet, packaged in an elegantly 

printed box, ideal for cellaring or gifting. Each 

of these beautiful library vintages received 

critical acclaim upon release. They have 

been perfectly cellared in our library and 

are now ready to be re-released to only our 

most enthusiastic customers.

Quantities are extremely limited and priority 

will be given to Top Spott! members  

who have purchased the current release 

vintage, 2020 Spottswoode Estate  

Cabernet Sauvignon.

o ensure that our most dedicated enthusiasts are able to secure 
our Estate Cabernet Sauvignon directly from our cellar each 

year, we offer two membership options, affectionately referred to as 
Spott On! (6 bottles) and Top Spott! (12 bottles).

Allocations of the Spottswoode Cabernet are based on purchase 
history. Top Spott! and Spott On! members are offered our wines first 
and well in advance of the wine’s availability in the marketplace. Your 
annual purchase of the Spottswoode Estate Cabernet Sauvignon qualifies 
you for one of these coveted Spotts, each with its own enviable benefits. 

The Benefits of Belonging

Spott On! Benefits
6-bottle Estate Cabernet annual purchase

 Wine allocations offered in 
advance, with special pre-release 
pricing for a limited time

 Priority invitations to winery 
events and library offerings

 Two complimentary tasting 
reservations (value $300)

 Access to limited-production 
wines, including “Mary’s Block” 
Estate Sauvignon Blanc and  
Field Book Estate Red Wine,  
when available

 First access to our coveted 
magnum bottles of Estate Cabernet 
Sauvignon and Sauvignon Blanc

Top Spott! Benefits
12-bottle Estate Cabernet annual purchase

Includes Spott On! benefits plus:

 First priority invitations to 
winery events and library offerings

 Two additional complimentary 
tasting reservations (total value $600)

 Increased allocations of limited-
production wines, including “Mary’s 
Block” Estate Sauvignon Blanc  
and Field Book Estate Red Wine,  
when available

Time-sensitive Top Spott! benefits 
through April 2, 2023:

•  Domestic shipping included on 
orders containing 12 bottles of 2020 
Estate Cabernet 

•  Option to select one 6-bottle 
wooden case of 2020 Estate Cabernet, 
while supplies last (value $150)

T

CUSTOM CELLAR BOX   Our beautifully illustrated 

6-bottle wooden case is available exclusively to our  

Top Spott! members. You may choose to have 6 of your 12 

2020 Estate Cabernet bottles arrive in this custom box.  

No extra charge if ordered by April 2, 2023.
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 Best in Show 
Because wines continue to evolve over time, our 
impressions vary each year. In this tasting, the 
group particularly enjoyed the wines marked with 
our Black Labrador symbol.

t the conclusion of harvest each November we 
look forward to our annual Vertical Tasting, when 

we come together to enjoy and evaluate 20 vintages of  
our Estate Cabernet and share our collective thoughts  
on where each is in its development. At our latest tasting,  
the Spottswoode team was excited to welcome back our 
founding winemaker and vineyard manager, Tony Soter. 
Other esteemed guests included Eric Asimov, Wine  
Critic for The New York Times, Vanessa Conlin MW, Chief 
Wine Officer at Wine Access, and Mike Lee CS, Wine 
Director at La Toque restaurant in Napa. We appreciate 
and value their palates and the perspectives they brought 
to our tasting.

It is our hope that these notes are both interesting 
and helpful to you, and that you have the opportunity to 
collect and taste many vintages of Spottswoode!

spottswoode’s 

20th anniversary 

vintage

P E R S O N A L  N O T E ST A S T I N G  R E V I E W S

A

Wine L ibrary Notes

Vertical Tasting Held on November 7, 2022

2001  DRINK/HOLD 
A wine of triumphant maturity and grace which shows 
itself beautifully now. It shimmers with flavors of dark 
cherry and orange pith, rose hip, and leather. Silky.  
A winding forest path over dried pine needles and damp 
earth with no end in sight.

2002  DRINK 
Complexity and balance tie dark plum to baked cherry, 
rosemary to sage, and tobacco leaf to soy. Consistent, 
powerful, expressive, and savory, this wine resonates 
and leaves one enchanted with its elegant and fine-
grained finish.

2003  DRINK/HOLD 
Integration of richness and the aromatic sweetness of 
baked red cherry, blackberry, and savory pomegranate. 
A carpenter’s shop of cedar dust, burnished leather, and 
pencil shavings culminate in a stunning black tea finish. 

200 4  DRINK/HOLD 
Still expressive and as fresh as ever, the 2004 vintage 
continues its remarkable evolution. Ripe dark plum, 
blackberry-soaked pie crust, and baked cherry form a 
dynamic base for the more subtle cola, tobacco leaf,  
and cedar undertones that carry into its finish.

These were superb wines, 
balanced, graceful and textured.
eric asimov, the new york times
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top spott!  

and spott on!  

established

biodynamic 

farming 

practices 

introduced

2005  DRINK/HOLD 
The 2005 vintage flows from one note to the next, in 
harmony with itself and with its complexity. Aromas 
of sagebrush, pine forest floor, and graphite lead to a 
textural body of juicy and darker red fruits, baking spice, 
and currant.

2006 DRINK/HOLD 
Energetic and powerful, the 2006 vintage is a clean 
sweep of ripe dark berries, dark cherry, dark chocolate, 
and black plum. Tobacco leaf, cedar, and gravel notes 
lead to a firm and tannic finish. Mesmerizing now, it 
will continue to captivate long into the future.

2007  DRINK/HOLD 
A juicy vibrancy carries this mix of red and dark fruits 
beautifully toward its dynamic finish. Well-integrated 
tannins with a lovely earthy finish. Cigar box, pencil 
shavings, and rose petals foretell that this expressive wine 
will enjoy a great many years in the cellar. 

2008 DRINK/HOLD 
The age-worthy 2008 vintage was signature of both a 
cooler spring and our winemaker’s deft touch: power 
with restraint, richness with fine-grained yet powerful 
tannins. It delights in a simmering tension between red 
and dark fruits with herbaceous tones full of lavender, 
thyme, and sage.

2009 DRINK/HOLD 
Vibrant and savory, this wine expresses a delicious tension 
of flavors hinting at a more intriguing future. Dark plum 
skin and red North Coast cherry, graphite and leather, 
rosemary and cedar all evolve into a lingering finish. 
Great tannin structure.

2010  DRINK/HOLD 
Precision and energetic gracefulness are hallmarks of the 
2010 vintage. It traverses a path of green pine needles, 
just-turned earth, and crushed violets. A fresh cherry 
and red plum juice with a herbaceous and edgy finish 
of black tea and a nice hint of grip. 

2011 DRINK/HOLD 
This cooler vintage reveals subtle undertones of gravel, 
rosemary, and fresh thyme reminiscent of Old World 
wines. A wine with bright acid, juicy red fruits, silky 
tannins, and herbal depth that is intriguing now, but can 
age for many more years. 

2012 HOLD/ TRY 
The idyllic 2012 vintage is the epitome of 
balance. Lavender, cocoa nib, graham cracker 
crumb, and cedar dust segue to Mount 
Rainier cherry, blackberry, and purple plum. 
Its bass notes harmonize in velvety tannins 
and savory spice. Worth a try to peek at 
what the future holds.

P E R S O N A L  N O T E S T A S T I N G  R E V I E W S P E R S O N A L  N O T E ST A S T I N G  R E V I E W S

spottswoode 

estate’s 125th 

anniversary

the novaks 

celebrate 40 

years of family 

ownership

Winemaker Aron Weinkauf with 
Spottswoode’s founding winemaker, 
Tony Soter



31313030

2 0 2 3  w i n e  o f f e r i n g  &  n e w s2 0 2 3  w i n e  o f f e r i n g  &  n e w ss p o t t s w o o d e  e s t a t es p o t t s w o o d e  e s t a t e

2013  HOLD/ TRY 
A drier year yielded smaller berries on the vine for the 
2013 vintage. Their more concentrated fruit resulted in 
a powerful wine full of dense and lush dark fruit with 
firm yet fine-grained tannins. A nuanced finish of sage, 
graphite, leather, and violets bring great complexity to 
this ageable vintage. 

2014 HOLD/ TRY 
A dense and savory combination of ripened dark plum, 
black cherry, black currant, and mulberry round off 
with a suggestion of a sweet and floral edge. Layers of 
clove, chocolate powder, cedar, and toast integrate into 
a resinous finish.

2015  HOLD/ TRY 
An expression of the singular beauty of the Spottswoode 
Estate terroir, the 2015 vintage showcases its floral side 
with blue violets, tar, and roses. Juicy red plum, cherry, 
and blackberry with vanilla and spice carry into an 
elegant and silky finish.

2016  HOLD/ TRY 
Energetic and fresh, the 2016 vintage is hitting its stride 
with cherry, blackberry, currant, and dark plum notes 
intertwining with tobacco leaf, sage, vanilla bean, and 
spice. This wine was born to shine, and it will only 
continue to blossom in the bottle. 

2017  HOLD/ TRY 
The resiliency of the Spottswoode Vineyard allowed the 
vines to hold their own through the challenges of the 
2017 vintage and delivered yet another wine for the ages. 
Cherry, pomegranate, and dark plum are enveloped by 
notes of cedar, purple violets, lavender, and pine forest.  
A wine of firm tannin, still young, and poised for growth.

2018  HOLD/ TRY 
The beautiful weather of a more moderate growing 
season yielded a young wine full of potential. A silky 
and creamy thread of blueberry, yogurt, graham cracker 
crust, and vanilla blends with the juicy darkness of 
blackberry and plum, which are kept in check by gravel, 
graphite, and a full tannin finish.

2019  HOLD/ TRY 
The much-heralded 2019 vintage was warm front to 
back, blessing us with an expansive harvest. It was a 
winemaker’s dream pick of narrowing down to only the 
most exceptional clusters. Aromatic and pretty violets 
linger over vanilla and baking spices. A wine of lush 
black plum skins, forested expanses, black cherry, and 
currant, promising to express itself for decades more.

2020  HOLD/ TRY 
Young and present, this is an energetic and bold 
expression of violets, lavender, and cassis mixed with 
dark chocolate, cherry, plum, and graphite. A wine 
happy to be tucked away in the cellar, and it’s also 
expressing itself beautifully now.

P E R S O N A L  N O T E S T A S T I N G  R E V I E W S P E R S O N A L  N O T E ST A S T I N G  R E V I E W S

new optical 

sorting system 

in place

mary’s block is 

designated on 

the estate to 

honor founder 

mary novak

our eighth 

perfect score 

from  

wine advocate
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visit to Spottswoode is a personal and intimate experience and  
a chance for you to experience firsthand the deep connection 

we have to our Estate. We look forward to welcoming you and sharing 
our historic winegrowing estate, regenerative organic and biodynamically 
farmed vineyard, and renowned wines with you. Reservations  
are required for our limited private tasting appointments which are 
scheduled Monday through Friday. Priority is given to active members 
of our list and we recommend planning 
at least six weeks in advance. Please 
request an appointment via our website, 
by calling 707/963-0134, or by emailing 
tours@spottswoode.com.

As our way of thanking our special As our way of thanking our special 

Spott OnSpott On!! and  and Top SpottTop Spott!! collectors,  collectors, 

we waive tour fees when you visit. we waive tour fees when you visit. 

Please inquire about the other benefits Please inquire about the other benefits 

of membership.of membership.

Please follow us to stay in touch!

A

Let’s Connect!
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SiNCE 1882SiNCE 1882

““SpOTTSwOOdESpOTTSwOOdE””  1972–prESENT 1972–prESENT 
Novak FamilyNovak Family

““SpOTTSwOOdESpOTTSwOOdE”” 1910–1972  1910–1972 
Mrs. Albert (Susan) Spotts & Descendants: Mrs. Albert (Susan) Spotts & Descendants: 

Florence & Earl Holmes Florence & Earl Holmes 
Constance Holmes PriceConstance Holmes Price

““LyNdENhurSTLyNdENhurST””    1908–1910 1908–1910 
Dr. George Allen Family  Dr. George Allen Family  

““STONEhurSTSTONEhurST””  1906–1908 1906–1908 
Joseph Bliss FamilyJoseph Bliss Family

““ESmEraLdaESmEraLda””  1882–1906 1882–1906 
George & Catherine Schonewald FamilyGeorge & Catherine Schonewald Family
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